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From the minister’s desk…   
 

And the new year on our Christian calendar has begun! The Advent’ure Begins! 
 
It begins this year, as it does every year, in a time of anticipation. This year, like none other,  
we KNOW anticipation! We have been in a time of anticipation for nearly two years due to the 
pandemic, and also Kim’s retirement around that same time! In this state of unknowing of 
when the pandemic will end or when your new clergy will come, Wesley has been in a state of 
anticipation for a long time. Seems silly to lift it up in this season of Advent as though we need 
reminding of what it means to live in anticipation, and yet here we are doing exactly that. 
 
I wish most sincerely that I could tell you when the pandemic will end; and now with new 
strains emerging, we probably know less than we did a few months ago, when the world 
hoped that the vaccinations would make it all magically disappear. I have a clearer idea of 
when the time will come for Wesley to find a new clergy leader for your ministry.  
I have been here for just over one year, having celebrated my anniversary just a couple of 
weeks ago. The work of the Transition Team is going as well as expected (see their report in 
this newsletter) given the circumstances of the pandemic. 
 
Interestingly enough, the pandemic and the intentional interim ministry have something in 
common, one with the other; both require your participation in the midst of the anticipation.  
Each of us must do our part in the work of overcoming this virus by wearing our masks and 
getting our vaccinations and boosters. Likewise, we must participate in the interim processes 
so that Wesley can achieve its goal of finding an appropriate leader for this particular 
community of faith.  
 
 



 2 

We have our core values, an essential component of the work. These are not the aspirations of 
the community, but rather the lived values. This is one of the biggest pieces of work required 
for the interim process; to know who you really are and the ministry you are called to do.  
 
Next, we will envision a ministry without barriers and determine the assets Wesley has to live 
into that vision. Then we will know who you are looking for to lead you.  
 
This time of anticipation is not that unlike Mary’s pregnancy. This humble young woman’s 
participation in bringing Christ into the world reminds us that no one is insignificant! We all 
matter!  
 
This season of Advent’ure invites us to participate and anticipate at the same time. “We 
prepare to give birth to our best, most Christ-like selves by accepting we are not too small to 
affect the whole; we are the whole.”*  This Advent’ure will bring with it small reminders of our 
place in the planetary community and invite us to become all we can be. And that, is worth 
waiting for!  
One more step along the world we go, participating in anticipation for our new self and our 
new selves in community. This, friends, is right smack dab in that place we call Hope. 
 

* Rev. Dr Carol Kilby Evolutionary Dancer pg 164 
 
Together with the Transition Team and the Christian Development Committee, Worship and 
Music will be hosting Rev. Kilby again in the season of Epiphany on January 9th.  
 
Peace, 
 
Christina 
Rev. Christina Paradela (she/her)  wesleyinterimminister@gmail.com   905-869-5409 
 

 

NOMINATIONS TEAM REPORT 
 

1. Who is the Nominations Team? 
Hugh Graham, Kathy Young, and Rev. Christina are working as the Nominations Team. 
 
2. Why did we set up a Nominations Team? 
The Transition Team has been working to move us forward in our journey as a church. A 
necessary part of the trip is to have a full complement of committee members, chairs, and 
volunteers to engage in the ministries of Wesley United. This will help us "refuel" for the new 
minister that we will be searching for to lead us on that journey. 
 

mailto:wesleyinterimminister@gmail.com
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3. When is this happening? 
We have already started and will be working from now until the Annual Congregation meeting 
in March 2022. Actually, the work of the Nominations Team will continue after that, as a 
Nominations Committee on the Church Council. 
 
4. What is the goal? 
Our main objective at this point is to present a full slate of committee members and 
chairpersons to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. 
 
5. How will we do this? 
That's where you come in. Have you filled in the "Opportunities for Active Hope" survey? 
Do you want to be a member of a particular committee? Or do you just want to help out from 
time to time? 
Have you been on a committee forever, and want to try something different? 
Is your friend getting involved in an area that seems interesting, and you would like to do it 
with them? 
Do you have a passion for a ministry that Wesley has not done before, or maybe we did in the 
past, but not for a long time? 
 
These are the questions we want you to ask yourself, and tell us the answers. We will use this 
information to help you become an active participant in the life and ministries of our 
wonderful family. We will also reach out to people and have conversations about specific 
areas where they might be able to help. 
 
In addition, we are looking at length of terms on committees and as chairs. Giving people 
opportunities in new areas helps to recharge batteries and bring new vigor. It also opens up 
areas where others may be interested in participating, but might have held back because there 
wasn't room for them. 
 
We have already recruited some members for different committees, but we are not going to 
be announcing names as we go along. As mentioned above, we are building a full slate of 
names to be presented all at the same time, at the Annual Meeting. 
Make sure that you are a part of it!! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact me at hgraham@ubkool.com 
 
Thank you.     
 
Hugh Graham 
Chair of Council 
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TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE 
 

The Transition Team continues to work with Rev. Christina as "religious super sleuths"  finding 
ways to unearth the values of the Wesley United Community of Faith using techniques that have 
had to be adapted to pandemic conditions.   
 

So far, your participation in the Wall of Wonder and your responses to a question posed by a 
statue of Jesus in Christina's recent sermon have given us valuable information on our journey of 
discovery. Many of you have viewed a flowchart in the lobby that tells you what we have done 
and where we are going, as a faith community. To help you follow the current matters of interest 
to the Transition Team as we move forward on our "quest", we present our most recent report to 
Council (slightly modified): 
 

*  We discussed the efficacy of the Flowchart  in the front lobby and decided that we will, as 
members of the TT, encourage examination of the flowchart as people come and go and be 
available to answer questions. 
 

*  We examined and put into categories the wisdom extracted from the Wall of Wonder, thus 
identifying key values of our community of faith. 
 

*  We examined the wisdom gained from Wesley's membership responding to the sermon where 
a statue of Jesus asked us, "What do you, as a member of this community of faith, want of me?" 
Clearly, the outcome was a call to do the work of justice in the community. 
 

*  Christina reported on the work of the Nominations Committee. Ann's son created a cartoon 
featuring an aircraft to illustrate the importance of this work.   Shawn (as instigator of the 
analogy) together with Christina will figure out how and when to distribute the cartoon. 
 

*  We spent a long time speaking about conflict and the stagnation a community can encounter in 
its absence. Christina shared an example of a good, healthy and fruitful engagement of conflict 
that she had that morning. Another member shared a conflict she is experiencing and wanted to 
wrestle with it with the team, which was a good exercise. 
 

Keep in mind that your Transition Team is really a mini-lab of this church; ie., a small group 
representative of the whole family of faith. This is a learning process for us too, as we endeavour 
to help the entire Wesley community determine its values and vision, which will then be 
incorporated into our church profile. Thus, helping us to find a new minister who is qualified for 
and interested in helping us achieve our goals.  
 
In addition, we help Christina identify weaknesses in our structure so that they can be improved 
before the new minister arrives...and that's a good thing! 
 

Ann Pinnegar 
Chair, Transition Team 
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BIBLE STUDY IS NOW ON 
THE WESLEY UNITED CHURCH WEBSITE! 

 

JUST CHECK UNDER THE MINISTRIES TAB FOR WEEKLY UPDATES 
 

IT IS TOTALLY FREEEE! 
 

BIBLE STUDY TOPICS CAN ALSO EMAILED TO YOU, ONE PAGE PER WEEK. 
STUDY IN YOUR OWN HOME AT YOUR OWN SPEED.  

EACH PAGE CONTAINS STUDY TOPICS, BIBLE REFERENCES TO LOOK UP WITH QUESTIONS AND SPACES FOR 
YOU TO WRITE YOUR ANSWERS. AND IT'S TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

 
PLEASE E-MAIL DAN BARRETT IF YOU WISH TO PARTICIPATE! 

(barrettdan@cogeco.ca) 
 

Cartoonist: Robert Pinnegar 

mailto:barrettdan@cogeco.ca
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OR 
 

Bring your donations if you will be attending church on December 5 or December 12 
  
Requested by the HOPE CENTER: Pasta sauce; canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned pasta or 
canned meats; side dishes; snacks; crackers; rice; hygiene items; toilet paper; baby supplies. 
  

Food - Hope Center    Toys – Community Christmas 
 

**Cash donations always welcomed** 
 

 
 
Thank You! 
 
Mary Van Loon 
Interim Chair: Membership and Outreach 

 
 
 

Drive up, Drop off at Wesley United Church  
Saturday, December 11      

10:00 a.m. – Noon 
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TURKEY PIE FUNDRAISER 
 

Well another Turkey Pie Fundraiser is completed! With your help we made 600 turkey pies and 
50 plus containers of filling. Special thanks goes out to all the wonderful helpers who gave 
selflessly of their time and efforts. Many came on multiple days to give a hand. It also was a 
time of fellowship with one another, as best we could, given our Covid restrictions. 
 

Our profit made was $1920, which is really terrific!  As I mentioned before we started our 
turkey pie process this year, half of our proceeds will be going to Hospice Niagara Welland.  
But wait, there is more. Some folks gave a few extra dollars to help Hospice. Therefore, 
Hospice Niagara Welland received a cheque for $1145 from Wesley United Church (Please see 
cheque presentation photo below). We are extremely pleased. Wesley gained $960.  
 

As I've said many times before it is not just about making money for Wesley,  it is truly so 
much more. It's the fellowship with all those who bought and picked up their pies, the pies 
that were delivered to shut ins who appreciate being remembered and enjoy them so much 
and this year a special Outreach to Hospice.  
 

Thank you all so very much!!! 
 

Wendy Reed, on behalf of the Fundraiser Committee.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right: Mary Maida, Capital Campaign & Major Gifts Manager, Hospice Niagara,  
Wendy Reed, Betty Lane, and Dave Reed representing Wesley United Church. December 2, 2021. 
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Women Of Wesley (WOW) Update 
 
 

Dear Women of Wesley, 
 
All Wesley ladies are invited to a special afternoon" Christmas Communion Service" at Wesley. 
Unfortunately, at this time we are not able to have our annual catered Christmas dinner 
followed by our Christmas Communion Service. 
 
However, we still would very much like to get together for this special time on Tuesday, 
December 14th at 1:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. The service will include many of our favourite 
Christmas Carols played by our dear friend Sybil Marsh, who is very happy to play for us and 
we are too!  
 
Christina has graciously agreed to lead us in this Christmas Communion worship service. 
 
This service will be in person with all COVID-19 restrictions in place. We hope you will join us 
for this special Christmas time of worship together. We are excited to be able to have this 
service take place and truly hope you will join us.   
 

💒 

 

Blessings to all...please join us. 
 
Wendy Reed 
Chair, Women of Wesley (WOW) 
 

Wesley Men's Group Update 
 

The Men's Group will look at having our next Men's Breakfast sometime in January.  This 
should give most of the men a chance to get a booster shot and hopefully the COVID-19 
numbers will be consistently lower than they are now. All safe protocols would be followed. 
Stay tuned! 
 
A cheque for $530 was sent to the Hope Centre Food drive in November, a $500 donation 
from the Men's Group and $30 received from the Wesley Food Drive in October. The  Men's 
Group balance now stands at $2,099. 
 
Dave Reed 
Chair, Wesley Men's Group 
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FUNDRAISING/FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The Fundraising/Finance Committees have initiated the “Christmas Card” fundraiser again this 
year.  As you may give a Christmas Gift to a member of your family, you may want to give a 
“Gift” to your Wesley Family.  You may enclose a monetary gift inside a Christmas Card and 
send it to the Church, or drop it in the collection plate on Sundays with your name or PAR or 
envelope number on the envelope. The Cards will be placed on a Christmas Tree in the Foyer. 
 
Thanks for your consideration! 
 
Dave Reed  
Treasurer, Finance and Stewardship 
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BREAKFAST PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

Presently, we have 11 volunteers from Wesley willing to help out with this program. 
We will be making breakfast the third Thursday of every month of the year beginning on 
December 16th from 6:30 until 8 :30 a.m. This worthwhile and much needed Outreach 
Program takes place at Holy Trinity Anglican Church on Division Street in Welland.  
 
Most of our volunteers were fortunate to attend one or two practice runs that were held just 
on the weekends in November. We were all very impressed with this program. On those days 
between 35-40 people came and were very thankful for the breakfast meal. Now that they are 
up and running everyday in December, they expect close to 80 -100 to come daily. 
This program will run 365 days of the year.  
 
The breakfast consists of a bowl of oatmeal, a breakfast sandwich of peameal bacon, an egg on 
an English muffin, juice, a piece of fruit, a protein bar and coffee or tea. This all goes in a bag 
and is handed out through a take out window facing the Market Square.  
 
Our Membership and Outreach Committee is pleased that Wesley is involved with this new 
Outreach program in our own community. If you wish to become involved with this program 
please contact Shawn in the office at 905-735-5912 and he will pass on your information.  
If you wish to help out monetarily you can simply place your donation in a sealed envelope 
with the words "Breakfast Program " on the outside along with your name or envelope 
number if known. 
 
We are excited to be involved with this new, greatly needed form of Community Outreach! 
 
Submitted by Wendy Reed and Jane Koruna. 
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES FOR WELLAND SENIORS (Services Library) 
 

The Services Library is a City of Welland, on-Line information resource about how to contact 
Services available for Seniors and other citizens of Welland and Niagara area. The City of Welland 
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee (SCAC) would like to introduce you to this helpful resource 
library for Welland Seniors – valuable information all in one place. This ‘library’ was compiled by 
the Welland Senior Citizens Advisory Committee in conjunction with the City of Welland. 
 

SCAC is a volunteer Committee appointed by the Welland City Council with a mandate “To serve 
in an advisory capacity to City Council and Staff on matters that impact the quality of life of senior 
citizens in the City of Welland.” (SCAC ‘Terms of Reference’) 
 

Some of the Information included in the Services Library: 
Home Services, Funding, Newcomers to Canada, Various Web sites & Programs, Societies and 
Organizations, Housing and Hospice Care. 
 

Some specific services listed: 
Dial 211 for 24 hours a day connection to community and social services (such as Long Term Care 
Homes, health centres, home support, Hospice, and English as a second language) 
Outreach Services for in-home visits 
Respite Companion Program, Assisted Living 
Placement for Long-Term Care (Hamilton Niagara Haldimand Brant LHIN) 
Meals on Wheels 
Help with groceries, drivers 
Emergency Shelter for refugees and immigrants (Welland Heritage Council) 
Adult Day Services 
Alzheimer Society 
Veterans Independence Program 
 

To access the Resources Library, follow these steps: 
1. Enter City of Welland on Google 

2. Click on City of Welland: Home 

3. Click on City Hall 

4. Click on Committees & Boards 

5. Select Senior Citizens Advisory Committee 

6. Click on Committee Description 

7. Click on Community Resources for Welland Seniors (Service Library) (under ‘additional 

information’) 

You can print out a hard copy from Website if you wish. 

Carol Sernasie,  
Chair, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee 
Email: scac@welland.ca 
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WESLEY UNITED CHURCH LIBRARY 

 IS NOW OPEN! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY COVID-19 PROTOCOL 

 
 Face masks must be worn at all times. 

 Disinfect hands before handling books. 

 Practice social distancing. 

 If non-family no more than two people per visit.  

  Place returned books in The Book Return Box.  They will be disinfected and shelved 

two weeks later.  

 Books may be borrowed during chruch office operating hours, before and after 

church.  

 If visiting during church office hours please report to Shawn in the Office first.   
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UPCOMING WESLEY UNITED CHURCH SERVICES 
 

   Save The Date 
 
 
        

        Friday, December 24    7:00 p.m. 
          Wesley United Church 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 26  10:00 a.m. 
Wesley United Church 
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PRAYERS AND WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

   With the Winter Olympics (Beijing) and the Canada Summer Games (Niagara) coming up in 2022! 
 

A Prayer for Competitive Athletics 
(Written for the 2014 Commonwealth Games) 

 
Creating God,  
you are forever in and around us; Epic should be your name. 
In the heavens, you have created a golden opportunity, 
a great commonwealth of hope, peace, joy, and love,  
that we hope to recreate on earth, with your help. 
Give us what we need to go about this mission with our whole selves: 
a common vision of unity within great diversity; 
a common sense of camaraderie amid competition; 
a common feeling of grounding as we expand our understandings. 
Give us the grace to forgive each other and ourselves, as you forgive us. 
When we fail to share in your common vision and purpose, 
deliver us and draw us back to your golden community of love: 
a commonwealth where hope is indestructible, 
peace is deeply rooted in justice, 
joy is wonder-filled awe, and love knows no borders.  
Amen.   

 

Why Complicate Life? 
 

Missing Somebody?…. Call. 
Want To Meet Up?… Invite. 
Want To Be Understood?… Explain 
Have Questions?… Ask 
Don't Like Something?... Say it. 
Like Something?... State it. 
Want Something?... Ask for it. 
Love Someone?... Tell it. 

 

- Both Submitted By: Betty Lane. 
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The Garden of Daily Living 
 
Plant 
 
3 rows of Peas:        1. Peace of Mind      2. Peace of Heart    3. Peace of Soul     
 
4 Rows of Squash:   1. Squash gossip  2. Squash indifference  3. Squash grumbling   4. Squash selfishness             
  
4 rows of Lettuce:    1  Lettuce  be faithful   2. Lettuce be kind   3. Lettuce be patient  4. Lettuce really love one another 
 

No garden is complete without Turnip:  
 

          1. Turnip for meetings      2. Turnip for services   3. Turnip for helping others   

 
Lastly, our garden must have Thyme:   

 

                             1. Thyme for each other   2. Thyme for family      3. Thyme for friends 
 
Water freely with patience. 
 
Cultivate with love. 
 
There is no FRUIT in your garden because you reap what you sow. 
 
 
Submitted By: Lois Wills. 
 
 

 

OXING DA 


