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SPRING
Spring is a miraculous experience.
The whole world comes alive after the
winter in which it seemed everything was
dead.
The world comes filled with colour and the
scent of delicious greenery
The world that seemed so dull and cold has
come alive once again.

Spring Schedule
March 20 Spring Begins
March 29 Men’s Breakfast
April 5

Palm Sunday

Little did we know that beneath the cold
hard ground the plants and trees were
preparing for rebirth.

April 10

Good Friday

April 12

Easter

Spring gives us hope for rejuvenation in our
own lives as well.

April 22

Earth Day

May 10

Mother’s Day

May 18

Victoria Day

May 23

Garage & Bake Sale

May 24

Rev. Kim’s Dinner

May 26

Men’s Breakfast

Thank you, Jane Jackson
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From the Pastor’s Desk
It is a good time to write this newsletter, with
Easter being but a heartbeat away. Easter’s warm
and sunnier weather always brings the promise of
hope. And now, as I write this in the middle of Lent,
we could all use a little hope.
At our Congregation Meeting two weeks
ago, our Chair of Council spoke of his fear for the
future of our church. I share that fear. Theologically,
where we are now, reminds me of the story of
Genesis and how God brought order out of the void
and chaos. I think many of us at Wesley feel like we
are in that state of void and chaos. We are in the
process of letting go of Wesley-Robins Retirement
Village, a ministry in which many invested so much
of their lives, energy and devotion. We are in limbo
about whether we shall pursue a call to this
community of faith or seek an interim ministry.
Then, there is the conversation regarding an
amalgamation with Central United Church. All this
raises for us questions about our identity and the
preservation of who we are.
Although I cannot participate with you on
this journey, I share that I am experiencing the same
sense of void and chaos- having served in ministry
for almost 40 years. Before this time, I worked for
my father in industry. Both occupations came with a
sense of meeting expectations. As the boss’s son, I
not only had to meet the expectations of being
willing to do all the jobs others did at the plant, but
was expected to work harder and perform them
better. In ministry, my life has not been under my
control, and I have lived to serve the church and
meet others’ expectations. So now, for the first time
in my life, as of June 30th, my life will be my own. I
have no idea what that means. I know that many of
you have stood where I am now and intimately
understand this experience.
Yet, Easter is but a heartbeat away.
Resurrection is but a heartbeat away. There will
come a bright new tomorrow, just as the void and
chaos of the tomb made way for the order of a new
creation. On this, I place my faith.
Through prayer and reflection, I have also
come to hear God’s wisdom; “Let go!” I can hear
God saying as clearly as I am writing it to you now. I
reflect on the time Jesus spent in the Garden of

Gethsemane. Such a time of void and chaos and
Jesus was resisting the journey. “God, if you are
willing, take this cup from me!” But then, came the
crucial moment of faith. “Yet, dear God, not as I will,
but as thou wilt.” Jesus surrenders his will. As
prophetic as many chose to believe Jesus was, I am
not sure that Jesus knew what was to come. All he
really knew was that his dedication to speaking the
truth offended others enough that they wanted him
silenced. He believed God’s love for creation would
prevail. How this new creation would come from the
present void and chaos, and what the outcome
would be, Jesus did not know. But, he let go and
allowed God’s will to be done.
What is the message for you and me? For
me, it is that I need to surrender my need to control
my own journey and allow it to unfold into a new
creation-- a creation I possibly have not as yet
imaged.
What does it mean for you at Wesley? I have
heard clearly the concern of many in our
congregation over the lack of young people. Bless all
of you who have been discussing ways of engaging
young families. Yet, it is within these conversations I
have heard the words, “Well, we could try to…”
These conversations are indicative of those who feel
they are going to do, which in essence means, taking
control. We are going to this for you so you will
come to church. Young people do not need
parenting or providing for. This is not our church into
which we welcome them. This is their church. In
truth, many of us, including myself, have no idea of
the world our young people live in. When I can’t
figure out my cell phone I hand it to a 10 year-old. In
truth, I don’t think young people want to join us in
what we have been doing. I can’t get own children
to take much interest in a paddle through the
wilderness with me.
Perhaps we need to surrender to God in this
time of void and chaos. Faithfully, surrender our
own will about what we believe Wesley to be and
what we do; allowing God to make a new creation.
Maybe we need to listen to younger people and ask
them how they see their commission to serve God.
We need to let God be God.
Easter is but a heartbeat away. Hope is a part
of faith. Faith is being willing to take the next step,
even if in the darkness, the void and chaos, we are
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not sure where our feet shall land. It’s kind of
exciting, isn’t it?
Peace.
Rev. Kim
GOD ENJOYS A GOOD LAUGH!
There were 3 good arguments that Jesus
was Black:
1.
He called everyone brother
2.
He liked Gospel
3.
He didn't get a fair trial
But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was Jewish:
1.
He went into His Father's business
2.
He lived at home until he was 33
3.
He was sure his Mother was a virgin and his
Mother was sure He was God
But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was Italian:
1.
He talked with His hands
2.
He had wine with His meals
3.
He used olive oil

1.
He fed a crowd at a moment's notice when
there was virtually no food
2.
He kept trying to get a message across to a
bunch of men who just didn't get it
3.
And even when He was dead, He had to get
up because there was still work to do
Thank you, Carol Kmiecik
******************************************
START YOUR DAY WITH
A sign on a blinds and curtains truck:
“Blind man driving.”
In a Podiatrist's office:
"Time wounds all heels.”
On a Septic Tank Truck:
Yesterday's Meals on Wheels
At an Optometrist's Office:
"If you don't see what you're looking for,
You've come to the right place.”

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was a Californian:
1.
He never cut His hair
2.
He walked around barefoot all the time
3.
He started a new religion

On a Plumber's truck:
"We repair what your husband fixed.”

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was an American Indian:
1.
He was at peace with nature
2.
He ate a lot of fish
3.
He talked about the Great Spirit

At a Tire Shop in Milwaukee:
"Invite us to your next blowout.”

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was Irish:
1.
He never got married..
2.
He was always telling stories.
3.
He loved green pastures.
But the most compelling evidence of all - 3 proofs
that Jesus was a woman:

On another Plumber's truck:
"Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber.”

On an Electrician's truck:
"Let us remove your shorts.”
In a Non-smoking Area:
"If we see smoke, we will assume you are on fire
and will take appropriate action.”
On a Maternity Room door
"Push. Push. Push.”
At a Car Dealership:
"The best way to get back on your feet - miss a car
payment.”
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Outside a Muffler Shop:
"No appointment necessary. We hear you coming.”
In a Veterinarian's waiting room:
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!”
At the Electric Company:
"We would be delighted if you send in your
payment on time. However, if you don't, YOU will
be de-lighted.”
In a Restaurant window:
"Don't stand there and be hungry; come on in and
get fed up.”
In the front yard of a Funeral Home:
"Drive carefully. We'll wait.”
At a Propane Filling Station:
"Thank Heaven for little grills.”
And the best one for last...;
Sign on the back of another Septic Tank
Truck: “Caution - This Truck is full of Political
Promises”
Thank you, Kathy Young
******************************************
Two little boys, Andy and Sam, were at a wedding
when Andy leaned over to Sam and whispered:
“How many wives can a man have?”
After a moment’s thought, Sam replied: “Sixteen,”
“Sixteen!” exclaimed Andy.
“I don’t think that can be right.”
“Sure is!” said Sam. “Do the math:
four better, four worse,
four richer, four poorer.”
Thank you, Helen Kovacs
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The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the
neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little
kitten. No. Nobody had seen a stray kitten.
So he prayed, 'Lord, I must commit this kitten to
your keeping,' and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store, and
met one of his church members. He happened to
look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see
cat
food.

****************************
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s
sermon dragged on and on.
Finally, she leaned over to her mother and
whispered, “Mommy, if we give him the money
now, will be let us go?”
The Pastor and the Kitten
Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the
pastor of his church. He had a kitten who climbed
up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to
come down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk,
etc. The kitty would not come down.

This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it,
so he asked her, ‘Why are you buying cat food when
you hate cats so much?' She replied, 'You won't
believe this,' and then told him how her little girl had
been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.
Then a few days before, the child had begged again,
so the Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God
gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it.' She told the
pastor, 'I watched my child go out in the yard, get on
her knees, and ask God for a cat. And really, Pastor,
you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own
eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue
sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in
front
of
her.'
Lesson learned: Never underestimate the Power of
God and His unique sense of humour.
Thank you, Betty Lane

The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the
pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and
pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then
reach
up
and
get
the
kitten.
That’s what he did, all the while checking his
progress in the car. He then figured if he went just a
little bit farther, the tree would be bend sufficiently
for him to reach the kitten, but as he moved the car
a little farther forward, the rope broke.
The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly sailed
through
the
air
out
of
sight.
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A CALL TO JESUS
1-800-4-me-Jesus, would you ring that number,
please?
And if he doesn’t answer, then get me someone
from the threes.
The Father will do nicely or the Spirit Holy Ghost.
But it really is to Jesus that my need to talk is most.
I know that he is busy, so many calling him,
But you see, I really need to talk to one of them.
The line seems always busy; I don’t think he knows
I call,
For the things that I ask for, I don’t seem to see at
all.
His glory I see shining through the skies and in the
stars.
And every glimpse of heaven, marked, his, mine
and ours.
If he is too busy, well, please do not disturb.
Just tell him that I need him and will be sitting on
the curb.
Thank you, Jane Jackson

THE LIBRARY CORNER
-

-

-

Marcy Cools will be leading the next book
discussion “Wrapped In Rain” which is
reviewed below.
Next book discussion will be held on March
22nd in the Library beginning at 11:15am.
A reminder that the books on display in the
Narthex may be borrowed. Sign the book
card in the back of the book and place in the
card holder in the Library.
If you have read an interesting book, please
consider writing a book review or leading a
book discussion.

“Wrapped in Rain” – Author – Charles Martin
“Wrapped in Rain” is a book that defines
self-sacrifice. Two abused boys, a savior and lots of
rain. It is a story of unbelievable forgiveness and the
happiness that results when one lets go of hatred
and resentment. It is a story about love without
limitations. And lastly, it is a story about healing.
Readers cannot help but fall in love with Miss Ella.
She is a tiny woman whose belief in God guides her
entire life and eventually the lives of those around
her. In retrospect, we learn about the lives of two
men, now in their 30’s, who are broken. Their story
shows readers how they turned out that way and
what their brokenness meant to them. They could
never heal if not wrapped in rain.
It is splendidly written and leaves readers
with a sense of rightness in the world. It is a crucial
addition to our Wesley library since there is so much
to be learned within its pages. Read and learn how
a baseball player turned photographer, a lunatic and
a tiny woman survived hell to tell about it. I could
not put it down.
Reviewed by Mary Cools
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An Invitation to All Women
As current members of Women of Wesley
(WOW), it is our combined hope to widen, increase,
strengthen, enhance and nourish membership.
WOW meets the second Monday of each
month (except in July and August) at 1:30 pm in the
Jones Parlor of the church. We would love to see
women of all ages join us for fellowship, devotion,
outreach projects, some business items, ending with
a cup of tea and goodies.
We give to the Mission and Service Fund of
the United Church of Canada, which in turn supports
many ministries around the world. We make a
donation to the Wesley Local Fund each year and
often to local organizations such as the Hope Centre,
Cave Springs Camp, Hospice Niagara, Habitat for
Humanity and Women’s Place. We strive to help
communities, be they local, national or
international.
We are pleased to provide Celebration of
Life receptions after memorial services for members
of Wesley or a member of their family.
Best of all, it is a great way to get to know
one another better.
We hope you will attend a meeting, our next
two being Monday, April 6 (it won’t be the second
Monday in April as that is Easter Monday), and
Monday, May 11.We will be more than happy to
answer any questions you may have. Won’t you
come and join us?
Shelley Coombes
********************************
Whither Wesley?
I have a number of folders in my email accounts,
where I save correspondence which I may need for
reference. One of the folders is labelled Whither
Wesley. I have been storing messages concerning
our future and ongoing dialogues. Sub-folders are
for the transition process through Rev. Kim’s
retirement and Wesley Robins Retirement Village.
So why have I named it Whither Wesley?
According to Reader’s Digest Great Encyclopaedic
Dictionary (1964) - whither adv. (archaic) to where?

To where? Let me begin with the update I provided
at our Annual Congregation meeting recently. These
are areas where we have been spending time over
the past few months.
1. Community of Faith Profile – the first step in
processing Rev. Kim’s retirement was to create a
profile of the current state of Wesley United
Church. This is a sort of snapshot that includes a
lot of numbers and information about the “facts”
of Wesley. Number of members, property,
budgets, etc. There is also a Living Faith Story
which was put together by a number of
volunteers and based on input from quite a few
members of the congregation. Horseshoe Falls
Regional Council has complimented us very
highly on the Living Faith Story and wants to use
it as an example for other congregations. The
Community of Faith Profile has been approved
by your Council, by you the Congregation, and by
Regional Council.
We will now be assigned a liaison person from
the Region to help us through the next steps, and
you will be involved as well. I am not sure of the
process, but I know that we will be seeking input
from all areas of the members and adherents of
our congregation. Please be willing to share your
thoughts and ideas for the future of Wesley.
2. Wesley Robins Retirement Village Inc. –
members of the Board of Directors of WRRV
from our church have been working for some
time to move forward with the ”legacy” process,
by which the United Church of Canada is moving
away from the oversight of housing ministries
like WRRV. This has been a long and somewhat
difficult journey, as there was not a properly
functioning Board of Directors for some time.
Regional Council of the UCC has recently become
involved, along with legal counsel provided by
UCC.
The changes to complete the legacy process
include modifications to the Letters Patent and
the By-laws of the Corporation. These have been
completed and the Letters Patent and By-laws
have been approved by your Church Council.
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They must also be approved by Horseshoe Falls
Regional Council and the UCC.
What do the changes mean to us? At this point
in time (March 2020), all members of Wesley
United are members of WRRV Inc., as are all of
the residents of the village. There are 13
directors on the Board of the corporation with a
majority of these being members of the church.
When all of the approvals are in place, the
corporation will have 3 types of members –
residents, the Trustees of Wesley Church, and
elected directors who are not residents or
trustees (someone from the community). The
members of Wesley Church will no longer be
members of WRRV Inc. The number of directors
will be nine, and the majority of the directors
must be non-residents. The Board will have 4
residents, 1 trustee from Wesley, and 4 others
from the community.
3.

Amalgamation – Central United Church
approached us last fall with the suggestion that
our congregations could amalgamate at some
point, and become one United Church. It is
important to understand that this is very early
stages, with no defined outcome or timelines.
Rev. Kim and your chair of Council (me) had
lunch with Rev. Martha and the chair of Central’s
Council, Marnie Swayze. Your Council had coffee
and conversation and a tour of Central in
January. A reciprocal visit and tour of Wesley
took place in February.
What’s next? Again, we will be looking to
Horseshoe Falls Regional Council to provide
assistance. Also, and most importantly, we need
to know what your thoughts are about
amalgamation.
Please contact me at hgraham@ubkool.com
with comments, questions, gut reactions,
reasoned conclusions, whatever. While your
message will not be anonymous to me, I promise
to keep it confidential. Please share!!

March 1 at the annual meeting, but the message
went something like this.
I am worried about Wesley United Church and I am
weary. I am in my 6th year of a 2-year term as Chair
of Council. As you can see above, we have a lot
happening and a lot to get through in the next few
years. It will take a few years but we can do it. And
we will do it!!
I am not so worried about the future of Wesley, as I
am about how we are going to get there. I am sure
that our church will continue to have an important
role to play in our lives and in the community of
Welland, and beyond. I am not so weary that I will
not continue to serve however I can to make sure of
that bright future.
I have always liked that we consider ourselves a
church with “open doors, open arms, and open
hearts”. We need to add “open minds” to that
phrase. We need to look around, and look within, to
see how each one of us can help to move us forward
to that future. Think, speak, and do.
Let us continue to be the church with “open doors,
open arms, open hearts, and open minds”.
Respectfully, Hugh Graham

Okay – that’s the update – now for the rest of my
message. I do not recall exactly the words I used on
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Thanks, Jane Jackson

Join Doug Willford for an armchair tour of
his Australian trip
When: Saturday, June 13, 7:00 pm
Where: Wesley United Church
Light refreshments to follow the
presentation
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